Let’s Talk – A Word from Pastor Mary  mjzmaaga@yahoo.com  530-417-6584
	Why do the right thing?  Why call upon God to direct my path?  Why choose to devote myself to Scripture, prayer, and service?  Why be willing to change?  These are some of the questions that rise to the surface as we engage in a Holy Lent.  Ever since Jesus Christ lived, died, resurrected, and ascended, Christians have answered these questions along a continuum.  On one end is FEAR of God’s judgement and on the other end is LOVE for the gift of grace.  Why do the right thing?  I am afraid not to!  Why do the right thing?  Because I know it will please the Lord, who is my Savior and Friend!  The truth is that most of us live in the “muddy middle” of fear vs. love.  I invite you, as part of this year’s Lenten journey, to embrace LOVE over fear.  When you reflect on the answer to your “why” I want you to think about the loving, merciful, grace-filled heart of the Lord.  I want you to think about His extraordinary tenderness, His gentle embrace as you return to Him, His desire to see your life filled with faith, hope, and love.  Lent is an invitation to fall in love with the Lord again (or maybe for the first time).  In my experience, it’s not possible to fully love or trust someone I am afraid of.  God is love.  Please pause for a minute as you read this to take in this simple Scriptural declaration: GOD IS LOVE.  There is a word in Hebrew that gets translated as “fear” that is more accurately translated as “humility” – it is not the FEAR of God that is the beginning of wisdom, rather it is HUMILITY in the presence of the Holiness of God that deepens our understanding of things.  So, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, will you humble yourself and accept the amazing gift of God’s love as we prepare for Christ’s death and resurrection?  I know that I am not alone in answering, “I will with God’s help!”  Blessings in the Spirit of the Living God, Pastor Mary
Eight Days That Changed the World – THEY CAN CHANGE YOU TOO!
During this forty day season of Lent, we are receiving gifts to help in focusing our journey to the Cross and Empty Tomb.  Pastor Mary has suggested that you keep these gifts in a special place in your home that you might reflect on the lessons they represent during the week.  (If you missed a week, please ask Pastor Mary for any extras – or you can improvise your own item.)
Ash Wednesday – “sack cloth” to represent our sorrow over the ways our disobedience grieves the heart of God
First Sunday of Lent – mirror to represent our willingness to reflect on our behavior and our commitment to praying for ourself
Second Sunday of Lent – sheep to represent our willingness to follow the Good Shepherd and do for vulnerable people what He has called us to do
Upcoming Worship this Week
March 12 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  
Sermon: “Holy Wednesday and Maundy Thursday: Christ Receives and Gives Comfort”  Scripture: Matthew 26:6-13  The events of Holy Wednesday and Maundy Thursday can be found in Matthew’s Gospel Chapter 26.
Thank You 
How grateful we are to Shirley Read for purchasing the Holy Communion bread and helping Pastor Mary to prepare the communion elements every month.
We received this thank you note from a member of our Bruceville fellowship for whom we have been praying:  Dear Members of Galt United Methodist Church, Many thanks for your thoughts and prayers.  Thankfully, recovery is in process…. but slowly.  Love, Mary Lou and Gordon Hondorp
And we received a note from Rev. Gary Pope-Sears in response to the Circuit Pulpit Exchange and special offering for the Sunshine Food Pantry building project who described the mission work of Galt UMC as our “great, ongoing work of compassion in the Galt area.”
Easter Week: April 2 – April 9 
Mark your calendars now for the events of Holy Week:
Palm Sunday, April 2, 10am Holy Communion and Palms as we remember Jesus Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem
Maundy Thursday, April 6, 5pm Worship in our Galt UMC Sanctuary as we remember Christ’s last supper with His disciples, as well as His prayer in the Garden at Gethsemane, betrayal, arrest, and Peter’s denial
Good Friday, April 7, noon Worship in our Galt UMC Sanctuary as we remember Christ’s sacrificial death and the gift of atonement
Easter, April 9
	6:30am Sunrise Service in our Galt UMC Courtyard
8:30am Breakfast Potluck (Pastor Mary will provide sparkling cider and hot chocolate – everyone else bring fruit, or pastry, or bagels, or mini quiche)
10am Worship at Galt UMC
After Worship – Easter Egg hunt for children in our front courtyard
1:30pm Worship at Bruceville Point
4pm Last Facebook Live class of Holy Week
Every day during Holy Week at 4pm on Facebook Live, Pastor Mary will give a short teaching about the events and teachings of that day from Scripture.  You can watch live, or as a recording at any point.
The Work of the Church – How Our Church Works by Pastor Mary
I have been wanting to avoid this series of articles, but I need to keep you informed about a subject that fills me with much pain and sorrow.  My friends, the United Methodist Church is about to receive some bad national publicity as we do what so many Churches have done in the past decades: split.  The “disaffiliation” process has begun in earnest as many United Methodist Churches across the nation are choosing to leave the United Methodist Church and instead become a part of the Global Methodist Church which was founded in May 2022.  The Global Methodist Church is committed to many of the same values as the United Methodist Church, with one central exception:  their theology is based in a more literal interpretation of Scripture.  Because of this, the clergy and Churches that are choosing to separate from the UMC and join the Global Methodist Church are doing so primarily around the issue of objecting to the full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people in the life of the Church.  There is some irony in this, since the United Methodist Church as an institution has yet to actually affirm the full inclusion of LGBT, though it is the case that most local United Methodist Churches do and it is only a matter of time (in my opinion) before The Book of Discipline is changed to reflect a more inclusive view of human sexuality.  In the coming weeks I will write much more about this complex and controversial topic.  In May I will plan to set up a time for those who are interested to have a round table conversation with Mercedes Diego, your Lay Member to Annual Conference, and myself.
Want to Join our Church?
If you would like to join Galt UMC, please let Pastor Mary know so she can plan to meet with you and answer any questions you might have.  Membership vows can be taken at either Galt UMC or Bruceville Point on March 26.
In Memoriam
Allen Trueman, who has been a member of Galt UMC since 1966, passed away after a brief illness on Friday, March 3rd.  In recent years, Allen has been worshiping at Galt Bible Church, but has remained friends with the Yoders and the Rosses.  

Church Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am – 1pm

Coming This Week
Tuesday, March 7, 11am BIBLE STUDY in person: THE BOOK OF RUTH
Tuesday, March 7, 6:30pm BUILDING COMMITTEE for the Sunshine Food Pantry
Wednesday, March 8, 8am – 11:30am Sunshine Food Pantry prepares food boxes for delivery to seniors
Saturday, March 11, DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME STARTS – turn clock ahead before bed
Sunday, March 12, 10am Worship, THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT: “Holy Wednesday and Maundy Thursday: Christ Receives and Gives Comfort”
Sunday, March 12, 1:30pm Bruceville Point Worship  Holy Communion
Sunday, March 12, 4pm Bible Study on ZOOM: Romans
Monday, March 13, 11am Quilt Club
Empty Bowls Event!  (Earl, instead of what we’ve been running, can you scan a ticket?)  These are selling fast!  Get yours from Mark King after Worship!
Quilt Club @ 11am on Mondays 
Our Quilt Club is a gentle loving atmosphere of women working on handicrafts to bless and benefit others.  Men are also welcome.  Maybe you have a quilt you would like to share with the group?  Drop on by for show and tell.  You will have many admirers, to be sure!
Bible Study in person @ 11am on Tuesdays RUTH
The precarious nature of women’s survival was the topic this past week.  We reflected on how necessary it was for Ruth and Naomi to be in tune with their G.U.T. (God’s Urgent Tugging) in order to avoid human predators that would take advantage of their vulnerable status.  Ruth must have had her brain, heart, and soul absolutely attuned to God for her to choose Boaz’s field. What will happen next?  Come and find out!  No long-term commitment needed.  Last week we had 23 people in attendance, including 8 friends from Bruceville Point.
Bible Study on ZOOM @ 4pm on Sundays ROMANS
Fifteen of us met over ZOOM to study Chapter 4 of Romans with Paul’s emphasis on the faith of Abraham – not the covenant of circumcision – in order to further build his argument for God’s grace extending to all of humanity.  We are having very powerful conversations, which are only going to get richer the deeper we get into Romans.  Please join us!  Doesn’t matter that you have missed classes – anywhere you jump in will be a blessing to you and to all of us who gather weekly. [Earl, please include link]
Men’s Group
Are you interested in starting a Men’s Group at Galt UMC?  The monthly men’s breakfast has taken a break for lack of participation.  Is it possible that God is calling our men to create something new?  Please let Pastor Mary know if you are interested in exploring this idea further.
Pictorial Directory or Photo Board?
With so many new people – and so many beautiful faces – wouldn’t it be lovely to have a pictorial directory or at least a photo board on Sunday mornings?  Anyone interested in taking on this project, please see Pastor Mary.







